Beginning  in  1962  with  the 
formation  of  the  United 
Committee  for  the  Japanese 
Community  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  its  successor  associ- 
ation, the  Nihonmachi 
Community  Development 
Corporation  in  1964,  there 
has  existed  close  communi- 
cation and  interaction 
between  the  San  Francisco 
Redevelopment  Agency 
and  the  Japanese  American 
community  aimed  at 
achieving  the  goal  of  a 
renewed  Nihonmachi  area. 


The  agency  and  the 
N.C.D.C.,  composed  of 
community  people  who 
wished  to  participate 
and  invest  in  the  new 
Nihonmachi,  joined 
together  to  explore  the  most 
effective  financial  and 
organizational  means  of 
implementing  the  detailed 
master  plan  for  renewal  of 
the  four  blocks  bounded  by 
Post,  Webster,  Bush  and 
Laguna  streets. 

The  corporation  was 
responsible  for  the  tasks  of 
allocating  development 
sites  to  its  members,  under- 
taking the  financing  and 
development  of  shared 
facilities,  coordinating  com- 
munity interests  in  negotia- 
tions with  the  agency. 

Today,  the  results  of  the 
major  role  played  by  the 
Nihonmachi  community  in 
its  revitalization  is  evi- 
denced in  the  new  and 
rehabilitated  homes,  stores, 
restaurants,  and  businesses 
owned  by  people  who  have 
lived  in  the  area  for  years, 
in  the  reconstructed 
churches  and  institutions, 
and  in  the  cultural  activities 
offered  by  the  familiar  com- 
munity centers  that  have 
historically  been  located 
in  Japantown. 

Today's  Nihonmachi  blends 
deeply-rooted  traditions 

and  values  with  the  vitality 
of  an  attractive,  modern 
environment. 
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NIHONMACHI 
"We  feel  strongly  that  it  is 
important  to .  .  .  encourage 
in  every  way  possible  all 
Japanese  American  busi- 
nessmen and  residents  to 
remain  in  the  area  and 
even  make  it  possible  for 
others  to  consider  this  area 
for  their  homes  and  liveli- 
hood." (In  1962  this  was  part 
of  a  statement  of  policy 
for  the  development  for 
Nihomachi. ) 
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Today  the  evidence  shows 
the  progression  from 
thought  to  action  to  near 
completion  of  an  outstand- 
ing development  of  business 
and  housing  and  a  mall  of 
diminutive  but  dramatic 
character. 
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Toshio  Horio 
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Harold  Iwamasa 

Japanese  American  prop- 
erty owners  who  were  part 
of  the  old  "Japantown"  are 
essentially  the  same  ones 
who  are  the  owners  and 
creators  of  the  new 
"Nihonmachi" — the  same 
word  -but  meaning  that  the 
emphasis  is  not  on  "recreat- 
ing" Japan  but  extracting  all 
the  best  essences  of  Japan 
and  interpreting  them  to 
and  for  today  in  America. 
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Business  and  housing  alone 
cannot  make  up  a  commun- 
ity. Institutions  of  culture  and 
religion  are  components  of 
value  beyond  measure. 
Who  knows  how  far  and 
wide  these  influences  go  in 
the  daily  lives  of  the  partici- 
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Not  all  of  the  development  is 
for  "today."  Yesterday  plays 
a  big  role  in  this  community. 
Rehabilitation  of  existing 
buildings  helps  to  keep  the 
past  alive  and  provides  con- 
tinuity of  residency  and 
business  in  some  cases. 
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A  full  range  of  goods  and 
services  is  offered  in 
Nihonmachi  including 
hotels,  restaurants/bars, 
bowling  and  billiards, 
groceries,  hardware, 
cinema,  professional  offices, 
housing,  churches,  com- 
munity organizations, 
appliances,  etc.  One  need 
not  leave  the  area  for 
anything. 
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The  Japanese  Americans' 
many  contributions  to  the 
city  in  the  professions, 
business,  religion,  art, 
cuisine,  cinema,  architec- 
ture and  community  leader- 
ship have  always  played 
a  significant  part  in 
San  Francisco's  universal 
appeal  and  their  continuing 
achievements  will  certainly 
endure  in  the  future. 
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The  Nihonmachi  commu- 
nity, justly  proud  of  its  rich 
past  and  aware  of  the 
struggle  of  its  forebearers, 
desires  to  continue  the 
development  of  its  unique 
culture  within  the 
cosmopolitan  setting  of 
San  Francisco. 
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Yori  Wada: 

Vice  President  of  the 
Nihonmachi  Community 
and  Chairman  of  the 
Nihonmachi  Allocation. 

Personal  contact  with 
merchants  is  an  unusual 
and  gratifying  experience 
Most  of  the  owners  of  the 
property  are  also  the 
merchants.  In  a  world  of 
giant  conglomerates  this 
miniscule  oasis  of  free 
enterprise  is  refreshing. 


What  has  been  presented  in 
this  brochure  —  the  people 
and  the  descriptions  of  their 
properties — can  only 
suggest  what  is  Nihon- 
machi.  The  real  apprecia- 
tion of  this  community  will 
come  with  a  personal  visit. 
A  traditional  Japanese 
meal,  the  purchase  of  au- 
thentic and  unusual  im- 
ported items,  an  unhurried 
brown  bag  lunch  on  the 
Nihonmachi  Mall,  the 
availability  of  a  complete 
variety  of  everyday  services 
—  these  and  much  more 
add  up  to  a  pleasurable 
experience. 
This  is  your  invitation  to 
come  and  get  acquainted 
with  the  sights,  the  sounds 
and  especially  the  people  of 
San  Francisco's 
Nihonmachi. 
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